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TOWARD UNDERSTANDING THE PROBLEMS EARLY MARRIAGE 


Curtis 
Brown Trust 


Adult group discussion early marriage presents cer- 
tain difficulties the leader—difficulties which may 
shared the teacher when students they often do, out- 
wardly reflect parental attitudes. cope with these 
culties, leaders and teachers must examine rather care- 
fully the psychology their audiences with respect this 
topic and plan strategy accordingly. other words, lead- 
ers and teachers need have some notion what 
probably going the minds discussants, consciously 
unconsciously, and how these mental emotional proc- 
esses can channeled toward worth-while ends. The pres- 
ent essay attempt aid this task. 

the first place, must assumed that the response 
citizens the marriage explosion among youngsters 
who, generation ago, would have been considered 
children, highly emotional and largely disapproving. 
Witness almost any issue any newspaper magazine; 
countless sermons, radio and T-V programs; and PTA 
sessions throughout the land. This disapproval shows 
itself three general ways. 

First, the official policies some our high schools. 
many instances, the attitude school boards, superin- 
tendents, principals, and teachers can best described 
openly hostile and punitive with respect marriages 
among their students. High school students are sometimes 
expelled from school for getting married. And not ex- 
pelled, they may dropped from honor societies, denied 
participation extra-curricular activities, and otherwise 
set apart from the unmarried students. nationwide 
survey conducted The Nation’s 1956, per 
cent the superintendents recommended segregation 
married students lunchtime, per cent advised against 
married students participating student affairs extra- 
curricular activities, and per cent said that pregnant 
wives should summarily dropped from school. 

Second, disapproval expressed through the off-the- 
cuff comments “the man the street.” Although there 
Gallup Poll this subject, there little doubt that 
the general public outwardly and vehemently disapproves 
early marriage. matter fact, there some evi- 
dence that the majority the punitive school policies are 


Director and Professor Education, University Oregon. 
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dictated—or inspired—by school boards (representative 
the general public) rather than administrators (rep- 
resentative the education profession.) 

General public opinion should, however, viewed 
with some skepticism. may possibly example 
“official morality”. This not official any legal ad- 
ministrative sense—nor truly moral. simply 
that pattern overt reaction given proposition 
situation deemed most acceptable culturally but perhaps 
actually different from covert private beliefs behavior. 
another context typified the resident small 
Kansas community who reported have said, “This 
town full hypocrites; They vote dry and drink 

Possibly some such difference between expressed atti- 
tude and effective real attitude exists with respect high 
school marriage. little difficult believe that the 
majority the young marriages represented the sta- 
tistical increase the rate are actually contracted 
open defiance parents and other adults concerned. This 
idea least partially supported research which indi- 
cates that high proportion early marriage are “con- 
ventional”, involving the blessing clergyman and the 
presence, and presumed approval, parents and relatives. 
These studies have not determined whether not this 
apparent approval reluctant coerced. But, least, 
disapproval, exists, apparently not strong enough 
prevent the marriages force elopement indivi- 
dual instances however vehemently may expressed 
general. 

This official morality—the presumed socially acceptable 
attitude toward early marriage general—may account 
for the reactions the man-in-the-street. The least that 
can said that our culture difficult approve 
early marriage openly and publicly, and almost diffi- 
cult preserve agnostic position, neither condoning 
nor condemning. 

Third, disapproval early marriage reflected the 
statements many people professionally concerned with 
marriage and its related problems, e.g. judges, marriage 


Warriner, “The Nature and Functions Official 


Morality,” American Journal Sociology, (2, September, 
pp. 165-168. (The concept extreme importance discussion 
sexual behavior related early marriage and will referred 
again.) 


counselors, medical men, clergymen and representatives 
the various social and behavioral sciences. Usually, 
these men and women confine their expressions disap- 
proval objective recitals facts regarding early mar- 
riage observed within their experience the disciplines 
they represent. Occasionally some them say (or are re- 
ported having said) something which indicates dis- 
approval less than reasonable objective grounds but 
which carries considerable weight with the general pub- 
lic. other times, some these professionals indulge 
legitimate speculation concerning early marriage which 
may misleading the truly speculative nature what 
they say write not clearly recognized. must also 
said, fairly, that the disapproval early marriage assigned 
professionals frequently results from the preconceptions 
biases the reader listener who addressed rather 
than from implicit intent the professional. Such bias 
and preconceptions may associated with personal ex- 
perience and resultant psychological problems with 
what have called “official morality.” All this prelim- 
inary review the usually designated reasons for 
disapproving early marriage general and high school 
specifically. 


Expressed Reasons for Disapproval 
Early Marriage 


One function classes family life education and 
adult discussion evaluate the reasons advanced for 
disapproving early marriage. The importance this eval- 
uation, quite apart from its obvious forensic logic, lies 
the fact that these reasons are inextricably tangled with 
theoretical explanations the phenomenon early mar- 
riage increase and proposals for “doing something about 
it.” cope with any one these three topics requires 
familiarity with the other two. 

Experience with adult audiences indicate that reasons 
for disapproving early marriage are seldom expressed 
isolated and discrete arguments. That is, almost any ex- 
pressed reason for disapproval usually carries subsur- 
face load other reasons. However, for purposes crit- 
ical analysis, have separated them here into four 
groups. What follows includes hints for dealing with 
these reasons discussion groups. 


Reasons involving “official morality.” The official mor- 
ality our culture indicates that should say the 
partners early marriage, usually with sigh resig- 
nation mingled with pity, “Ah, they are young.” Or, 
when pressed for something more specific, (with show 
spirit) don’t care. They are just too Thus pre- 
sented, the officially moral reason for disapproval early 
marriage least slightly ridiculous. But nonetheless 


serious block adequate discussion the subject 
for least two reasons. First, because is, the present 
context, official, difficult for anyone challenge with- 
out being charged with favoring early marriage—an 
cially immoral position. And second, definition, official 
morality frequently variance with private individual 
behavior thus forcing its advocate into disproportionate- 
vigorous defense. 

Discussion must subtly directed away from this 
cial morality setting introducing other contexts for the 
“too young” concepts: i.e. voting, serving the armed 
forces, driving, etc. But the concept simple “too young- 
ness” without objective analysis and either within with- 
out the framework official morality will continue as- 
sert itself all the discussion areas which consideration 
early marriage inevitably leads: dating, wearing lip- 
stick, and other aspects adolescent pre-adolescent in- 
dependence. 

Ultimately successful discussion should lead the un- 
derstanding and acceptance the principle readiness 
rather than age. This, course, has many ramifications. 


Reasons involving sexual morality. 1955 court 
Tennessee upheld the action school board that had 
expelled non-pregnant, teenage bride grounds that 
marriage “practice detrimental the progress and 
general well-being the operation the schools,” caus- 
ing “deterioration discipline and decorum.” super- 
intendent has described teenage marriages the result 
“illicit romance (that) should not condoned. Guilty 
parties should dismissed deterrent other chil- 
dren.” 

High among the “problems” created the presence 
school married students identified school admin- 
istrators, the theory that these students will discuss in- 
timate details their sex lives with their unmarried and 
presumably innocent but avid classmates. 

These instances illustrate—but not enumerate all— 
the sexual-morality reasons for disapproval early mar- 
riage. Probably the superintendent mentionad above comes 
close identifying (unwittingly) the real basis for these 
reasons, namely that many high school marriages ap- 
parently involve pre-marital pregnancy that there al- 
most automatic assumption that all such marriages are 
evidences pre-marital (illicit) sexual intercourse. 

With respect the discussion intimate sex experi- 
ence between married and unmarried students inter- 
esting note first that this has never far know 
been used argument against marriage college 
and second that—other factors being equal—it just 
logical apply the argument plea for segregation 
married people from unmarried people all age 
levels. 
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The “other factors being equal” caveat offers argu- 
ment favor better sex education the home and 
the schools. Why should married high school students 
discuss their sex lives with unmarried classmates when 
college students and other married adults presumably 
not? The only conceivable answer that high school stu- 
dents have special need for the information they allegedly 
get from their married classmates. Remove this need 
through adequate sex education and you destroy this par- 
ticular argument against married students high school. 

All all, the reasons for opposition early marriage 
based sexual morality arguments seem reflect, the 
one hand, the need for sex education and the other hand 
one possible explanation for the increase the early mar- 
riage rate, (i.e. increased rate premarital sexual inter- 
course and pregnancy) rather than valid grounds for dis- 
approval early marriage per se. 


Reasons involving doubtful “success” early marriages. 
This category reasons for disapproval early marriage 
the broadest the four and embodies the most persua- 
sive arguments. involves, however, certain considera- 
tions which teachers and discussion leaders should weigh 
carefully. One these the return the built-in “too 
concept, relationship various requirements 
successful marriage. 

For instance, one popular article early marriage 
social worker quoted identifying communication 
requirement for marirage and saying that 
“teenagers are just too young know how communi- 
cate.” Another generally accepted requirement for success- 
ful marriage the sharing common goals. another 
magazine article “expert” allegedly asserts that teen- 
agers are too young have any goals all, let alone shar- 
ing Statements assumptions like these are palpably 
foolish. teenagers cannot communicate not have 
clearly defined goals life not because they are under 
years age. Rather must look their education 
and family climate for explanations their shortcom- 
ings. 

Another consideration which must carefully weighed 
the meaning “successful” with reference early mar- 
riage—or any marriage, for that matter. Few responsible 
social scientists would accept the avoidance divorce, 
desertion separation the sole proof marital suc- 
cess. Success failure marriage must judged 
many other indices than these. 


The fact remains that there undeniable correlation be- 
tween the age marriage and divorce and, are 
regard the increasing rate divorce serious threat 
the home and family the United States, the fact that 
early marriages are more likely result divorce than 
later marriages apparently becomes cogent reason for 
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disapproval them. However, possibly the cogency this 
reason may more apparent than real. the classroom 
and adult group discussion, certain ways looking 
early marriage and divorce may demonstrate this. 

One such slant consideration the question whether 
the difficulties early marriage are comparable those 
later marriage; that is, does the higher divorce 
early marriage result from factors which are more less 
accidental the age the marriage partners, truly 
related inescapable factors resulting from youth? 

There are, doubt, differences between early and later 
marriages implicitly related age. Earning power and 
educational achievement are obviously among these, 
also the fact that regardless emotional maturity and 
the degree self-reliance enjoyed the couple, younger 
people cannot have had much experience using and re- 
inforcing these adjuncts successful marriage have had 
older people. However, the most important consideration 
that discussion should elicit that, because our overt 
disapproval early marriage frequently set hur- 
dles which make early marriage more difficult than later 
marriage. Thus, perhaps are guilty disapproving 
early marriage because more likely result divorce 
while the same time our disapproval make such 
marriages more difficult and more likely result di- 
vorce, desertion separation—all which are evidences 
family breakdown. 

There are least two other aspects disapproval 
early marriage because prediction failure which 
should brought out discussions. One has with 
relationship between premarital pregnancy and successful 
marriage. Remembering that very high percentage 
early marriages, especially when both partners are high 
school students, associated with premarital pregnancy 
must ask what effect this has the incidence di- 
vorce. find, was expected, that such marriages 
are less likely succeed, especially when they are the 
forced, “shotgun” variety. 

can surmise, too, with reasonable assurance that “x” 
per cent these pregnancy-invoked marriages were en- 
tered into with intention trying make them work— 
were, fact, only “marriages for the record” speak, 
and that pre-planned divorce followed quickly the 
heels the weddings was legally possible. But these 
marriages are counted the statistics the same basis 
all other marriages. The point that may dealing 
here with problem quite different from that success 
prediction for early marriage per se. 

There considerable evidence that premarital preg- 
nancies are more common among women under years 
age than among those between and 30. this true, 
and pregnancy-provoked marriages are more likely 
end divorce than are those which not involve this sit- 


uation, then what should discuss the reason for the 
higher incidence premarital pregnancy among teenage 
girls rather than the prediction failure for young mar- 
riages. 

Another profitable discussion gambit connection 
with the failure prediction for early marriage involves what 
might called “reverse semantics”. Instead saying, 
“More than percent the early marriages are failures” 
let say, “At least per cent the early marriages 
our society are successful.” And then let ask what makes 
them succeed. The film, Early Marriage offers some sug- 
gestions this point. 


Reasons involving our national culture. Some observers 
objectively disapprove the rising tide early marriage 
because its effect the total pattern our national life 
and culture. These objections are obviously speculative 
and cannot, for the most part, either annotated test- 
ed; but they are challenging nonetheless and worth dis- 
cussing. the classroom especially such discussion may 
have subtle but very real influence the attitudes 
students with respect their own individual marriage 
plans. 

One the most interesting arguments against early 
marriage for cultural reasons advanced Margaret 
Mead who finds the current trend danger over-do- 
mestication the American male resulting loss the 
drive for intellectual attainment which our national 
future may depend. the past, says Dr. Mead, “men have 
crossed rivers, built ocean liners, built airships, built em- 
pires and scientific systems and written great works. And 
now, we’re going have both men and women devot- 
ing all their time infants (an attribute early marriage 
previously established Dr. Mead it’s little problemat- 
ical what’s going happen the 

There are other cultural effects early marriage which 
some people least may grounds for disapproval. 
One the encouragement gives installment buying 
with resultant inflationary effects the economy. This 
also used theoretical reason for the increase 
early marriage—so not knowing which cause and which 
effect may regard vicious circle. There are other 
broad cultural considerations bearing early marriage 
both causes and effects. 

These are only some the reasons for disapproval 
early marriage which one encounters almost daily. final 
comment them offered one the publications 
the 1960 Golden Anniversary White House Conference 
Children and Youth: 


“Much attention has been paid late the numbers 
young people, still largely economically dependent, who 


New Look Early Marriage,” News and World Re- 
port, (23, June 1960), 84. 


are being married the extent that marriage dis- 
rupts the continued schooling these youths, sending 
them into the labor market prematurely, penalty paid 
the form lost opportunities for economic, cultural, 
and personal advancement. the extent that parental 
attitudes and resources well increased employment 
opportunities for student-workers encourage these youths 
complete their education, conceivable that early 
marriage and family formation may reap the advantages 
providing alternative pathways adult life. Here 
area about which little known and one which ripe 
for future 


Reasons for the Marriage Explosion 


Practically everything written about early marriage, 
either learned popular, devotes considerable space 
hypothetical reasons for the phenomenon. Similarly, dis- 
cussions among students the classroom adults PTA 
meetings are apt spend the majority the hour trying 
explain the early marriage explosion. 

Some the reasons most commonly assigned are listed 
below. 


War Military Service. During periods grave na- 
tional unrest, the marriage rate tends increase, especial- 
among the young. Both World War and saw sig- 
nificant rise the marriage rate. The continuing rise 
young marriages during the ensuing years “peace” 
might explained terms the draft and the high 
anxiety level about the uncertainties another war. 


Increased Income. Prosperity means that more young 
people can afford get married. The marriage rate tends 
decline during periods depression. 


Employment Women. working and helping sup- 
port the family about formed, girls may marry earlier 
than they had wait until their husbands were po- 
sition manage alone. 


Easier Divorce. Another possibility that early mar- 
riage encouraged the fact that divorce relatively 
easy. Young people are less afraid commit themselves 
marriage when they know that the marriage can 
readily dissolved. 


Influence the Romantic Conception. During the past 
century so, there has been shift away from economic 
and other practical considerations choosing spouse, 
toward choice based personal considerations, especially 
love. said that there growing feeling among young 
people that nothing matters but love. This the image cre- 


Bernert, “Demographic Trends and Implications,” 
Eli Ginzberg (editor), The Nation’s Children: The Family and 
Social Change, New York: Columbia University Press, 1960, pp. 
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ated our movies, radio and dramas, pulp magazines, 
and pocket-books. love the only basis for marriage, 
other considerations which would barriers marriage, 
and which would serve delay marriage, are removed, 
and young people marry earlier. 


These reasons for the marriage explosion are typical 
others frequently assigned which have certain alluring 
quality resulting from implied element correctibility. 
That is, might supposed that the end the cold war, 
some change our national economy and tighter divorce 
laws would control the rising early marriage rate. Educa- 
tion and/or censorship might counteract the effects the 
romantic conception. But there are probably more funda- 
mental causes which are not mutable these because 
they are based social changes during the last half cen- 
tury. 

Group discussion these changes hypothetical rea- 
sons for the early marriage explosion can profitable 
prelude discussion the need for and content fam- 
ily life education programs. get the most profit from 
such discussion, however, leaders and teachers should 
heed this warning: There will strong inclination 
view these changes evidence weaknesses decay 
our civilization. Discussants will tend use the plural pro- 
noun we, and mean, really, “everybody else but here 
the group.” Thus the discussion session may easily de- 
generate into sort indignation meeting. 

This can, least partially, guarded against pre- 
senting the idea that some the changes which may influ- 
ence the rise early marriage rates are the result so- 
ciety’s eagerness achieve certain goals, acquire values 
which are good and about which, apart from some the 
by-products, like early marriage for instance, society 
happy. This idea more easily illustrated than described. 
Let look two such changes this light. 


Greater emphasis the traditional values the home 
and family. For years, critics the American scene have 
urged return the kind family life supposedly more 
less standard our culture hundred years ago pan- 
acea for many our national ills. The blessings women 
who keep their appropriate roles wives and mothers, 
the home and family bastions against insecurity all 
sorts and the influence for good parents who really de- 
vote themselves their children have been preached far 
and wide. Possibly the campaign now succeeding: 


“Among college women least among upper-middle 
class college women, something like flight into feminin- 
ity determination return traditional feminine 
roles may noted. thinking, course, the mark- 
tendency toward early marriage this age group and 
the expressed desire have relatively many children. 
For example, one survey Vassar turned out that 
the model number children desired was four. This ac- 
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cent the family, the part today’s young women, 
immediately reflected their relationships with men. 
not only that the young women use their freedom 
chase boys and convince them the desirability 
the future home and family, but they are out manage 
men such way insure the security and stability 
the home. This cannot considered apart from the 
fact that live age organization and that the. 
way for young men get ahead, least far enough 
ahead secure the home, not independence, adven- 
tureousness and imagination, but cooperativeness, 
propriety and adjustment. Accordingly, the homemakers, 
always sensitive the realities society, counsel their 
husbands along these latter lines. What upsets the mod- 
ern young wife not any longer the idea that her hus- 
band becoming stick-in-the-mud and try any- 
thing new interesting, but that might kick over the 
traces, get into trouble the office, something improp- 
er, and hence not receive his promotion the proper time. 
For example, the University California during the 
loyalty oath controversy, many husbands wanted rebel 
signing the oath, but were prevented from doing 
their wives, who could not tolerate such threat 
domestic arrangements. This sort thing certainly 
important source modern complaints about the effemin- 
ization men. can see, the pressure men not 
only pressure toward change their traditional mascu- 
line roles, but pressure toward conformity and sac- 
rifice 


other words, perhaps over-simplified, our eagerness 
return earlier state blessedness which empha- 
sized the values the home, the family and woman’s 
place therein may have had the unexpected result in- 
creasing young people’s desire share these values early 
life possible. That marriage does not always produce 
the hoped-for results, especially when the partners are 
very young—that the realities marriage may take the 
women out the home and back into the labor market, 
leaving the children the care baby-sitter—has noth- 
ing with the situation far cause the early 
increase concerned. 


Acceleration Education. Another illustration involves 
our emphasis acceleration education. This compli- 
cated factor probably resulting from combination the 
great increase the amount learning and knowledge 
necessary for even ordinary non-specialized participation 
the life our times and our educational competition 
(with Russia particularly) order produce more and 
better specialists. 

1900, “well-educated” high school graduate (and 
there were comparatively few them) had learned some 
Latin and Greek; had had two years French; had met the 
classics and few masterpieces English literature; knew 
something about mathematics—-perhaps through trigon- 


Sanford Nevitt, “Changing Sex Roles, Socialization and Educa- 
Human Development Bulletin, University Chicago, 1958. 
pp. 61-62. 


ometry; and had (possibly) some slight acquaintance 
with history chiefly acquired incidentally through his 
other studies. probably had formal introduction 
physics, chemistry biology; but even had been 
taught everything there was know about these subjects, 
would have known only infinitesimal fraction what 
now consider minimum essentials for high school stu- 
dents. 

The sheer gross bulk knowledge waiting ac- 
quired young people (or older ones for that matter) 
the second half the 20th century staggering. 


“Even though have television and radio, more books, 
magazines and newspapers are being sold and read than 
ever before history. This because there much 
write about. know many more things today, and 
each one needs know more about more things, 
just get along everyday life. Every new invention 
idea adds new words our language. For example, radio 
alone has added over 5,000 new words the dictionary 
during the past several years. Each day new discoveries 
every branch science increase the number things 
have know. Just little over hundred years ago, 
the Library Congress contained only 3,000 books. Today 
has over million separate publications, contained 
250 miles 


All this has created major problem for education since 
the 1920’s. The only solution the problem lay accel- 
eration the educational processes—and this acceleration 
was further stepped competition with Russia and 
other ideological rivals the 

This point perfectly apparent everyone who reads 
newspapers magazines and views TV; but what may 
any good all, cannot very selective. Good education 
involves not only the acquisition information and 
edge, but also development the capacity think for 
one’s self. should develop—or tend develop—intellec- 
tual maturity. This has been the summum bonum mod- 
ern education. 

But can intellectual maturity and social maturity (or 
reasonable facsimile thereof) separated? For geniuses 
and truly dedicated scholars they obviously are frequently 
separated. But for the vast majority our children and 
young people they are not separated and apparently 
not want them be. Witness the emphasis “sociali- 
zation” the ever-increasing number nursery schools 
and kindergartens. Witness too the increase all kinds 
social activity the grade schools, high schools and 
churches which parents, educators and clergymen have en- 
couraged and fostered early maturity. 

short, have wanted accelerated intellectual and 
social development for our children, and have provided 


Don Parker, Reading Laboratory Handbook, Chi- 
cago: Science Research Associates, Inc., 1957. 


it. by-product may very well the increase early 
marriage rates because marriage accepted symbol 
adulthood. Thus, achieving one desired goal have 
created situation which, many people, undesirable. 
Ironically, insofar this may valid partial explana- 
tion for the early marriage explosion implies interest- 
ing twist Margaret Mead’s reason for disapproval. 
have wanted the scientists and builders Dr. Mead says 
early marriage has deprived of—and have tried de- 
velop them accelerated education which some de- 
gree least has contributed early marriage. The clock 
cannot turned back. 

These are only two illustrations the way which 
the possible causes the increase early marriages may 
discussed within the framework desirable cultural 
changes which result the unexpected—though not neces- 
sarily undesirable—by-product early marriage. There 
are other cultural changes not related desirable ends but 
also contributing, possibly, the early marriage explo- 
sion. 


The breakdown sex taboos. Evidence accumulat- 
ing which shows gradual breakdown sex taboos and 
corresponding increase premarital sexual intercourse, 
especially for females. Males have always engaged con- 
siderable premarital sex activity with narrow segment 
the female population. But now, more and more girls are 
having premarital sex relations. The assumption among 
some writers that premarital sexual intercourse among 
the young generally sporadic and intermittent, and hence 
may more stimulating than satiating. Satisfaction the 
sex drive easier among the married. Hence, premarital 
sexual intercourse may lead earlier marriage. Premarital 
sexual relations also increase the chance for pregnancy, re- 
sulting more “forced” marriages. This the usual rea- 
soning applied the breakdown sex taboos factor 
the early marriage explosion; but there another way 
looking the problem which may lead more profit- 
able discussion. 

Premarital sex relations may make marriage more at- 
tractive, but not necessarily because increase the 
sex drive. Much more likely the possibility that premari- 
tal sex relations lead worry and anxiety, especially 
the part the girl. the worry and anxiety mount, the 
girl makes increasing demands for marriage relieve 
the conflict situation. The problem more severe for the 
girl than the boy because differences training. 

The boy our society raised the double stand- 
ard. allowed, not encouraged, assert his bud- 
ding manliness through his sexual conquests. can come 
the altar with considerable premarital sex experience, 
and questions are asked. contrast, the girl her 
bridal veil and white gown symbol purity and chas- 
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tity. She the virgin, portrayed our moral teachings 
female figure, never male. This image virginity pre- 
sented the girl from earliest childhood and reinforced 
the teachings home, school and church. 

contrast what the girl supposed are the 
questionnaire studies and others 
which purport show that more and more girls our 
society engage premarital sex activity. Terman’s study 
particular suggests that the very near future, not 
now, the double standard will disappear: many girls 
boys will have had sex experience the time marriage. 

But the moral training girls, and lesser extent 
boys, will not allow open violation the sexual code 
without exacting penalty the form guilt and anxiety. 
The girl granted wide freedom such matters dress, 
employment, education, travel without chaperon, smok- 
ing, drinking, driving car, calling the boy friend the 
phone, and on. This emphasis increased self-reliance 
for girls, which some writers describe the increased mas- 
culinization girls, undoubtedly encourages the teen-age 
girl think that she can make decisions for herself the 
realm sex well. But premarital sexual intercourse runs 
counter the moral precepts learned early childhood 
and reinforced every side the elders our society. 
Hence, the girl finds herself conflict situation and 
suffers from periodic bouts fear and anxiety which 
she knows can relieved marriage. With her increased 
independence (in contrast the girl 1900), she brings 
pressure the boy marry. Thus the guilt and fear aris- 
ing from her violation the moral code, coupled with her 
love for the boy, can provide major motivation for mar- 
riage. boy can cope with girl’s love but not with the 
fear and anxiety which reinforced with each illicit sex 
experience. 


Thus, possible that the increased freedom sex 
behavior which girls apparently are electing for them- 
selves significant, contributing factor early mar- 
riage. Premarital sexual relations arouse feelings anxiety 
and fear which assume the proportions drive satisfied 
only marriage. Because girls are becoming more self- 
reliant and effective enforcing demands, they are bring- 
ing their lovers the altar sooner than ever before. 
goes the theory. Now need research directed toward the 
testing the theory. 


What Can Done? 


have now reviewed some the reasons commonly 
advanced the literature for disapproval early mar- 
riage and some the possible reasons for the continued 


Alfred Kinsey al, Sexual Behavior the Human Female, 
Philadelphia, Saunders Company, 1953. 
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New York, McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1938. 
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rise their frequency rate. has been pointed out, dis- 
cussion these items profitable only leads toward 
sensible program philosophy relating the early mar- 
riage explosion. 

The first point made that whatever the rea- 
sons for disapproving early marriage, and whatever the 
combination causes for it, discussion does not evolve 
any satisfactory way preventing it. There reason 
believe that the trend toward early marriage will either 
stopped legislation dwindle its own accord with- 
the foreseeable future. 

Most the reasons for disapproval early marriage 
would apparently nullified such marriages were more 
likely successful the full sense the word, both 
fact (statistically) and the imagination the critics. 
Therefore, our problem—the answer the question, “what 
can done”—lies finding ways increasing the suc- 
cess probability all marriages, including early marriages. 
And our discussions should have brought out understand- 
ing the fact that readiness for marriage the sine qua 
non successful marriage. 

What constitutes marriage readiness is, course, com- 
plicated subject; but, brief, these points concerning 
should made here: 


(1) involves adequate understanding the real 
meaning, nature and function marriage. 


(2) involves skills and personality characteristics 
which make possible for the couple realize the poten- 
tial values marriage individually, couple, and 
society whole and work together problem solv- 
ing team. 


(3) involves material and social factors which make 
possible translate the understanding marriage, 
means personality characteristics and interpersonal re- 
lationship skills, into marital success. 


(4) This knowledge, the skills, the personality and the 
material and social factors not result automatically from 
chronological age. They are not guaranteed persons 
twenty-five years age irrevocably denied persons 
seventeen eighteen years. 


These aspects marriage readiness are related edu- 
cation two ways. First, the understanding marriage 
and the skills interpersonal relationships can directly 
fostered least, actually developed deliberate school 
programs. Second, the same schools programs can, and 
should, help students evaluate personality, material and 
social factors marriage readiness with reference 
themselves and consequently make valid personal decisions 
about marriage either while they are school later. 
The result may the prevention many early marriages 


—not prohibition but education, which supposed 
the function schools. even more important re- 
sult should happier and more successful marriages 
whatever age. 

Another way which marriage readiness and educa- 
tion are related involves parents and adults general. 
they truly understand the meaning, nature and func- 
tion marriage—which many not after years ex- 
perience—they may better able intelligently provide 
least influence the material and social factors that 
bear marriage readiness. Specifically, one the prob- 
lems the early marriage explosion involves financial and 
moral parental support, and social support the com- 
munity (neighbors and Education leading bet- 
ter understanding marriage per need not lead, neces- 
sarily, provision these supports, but should contri- 
bute reasonable decisions regarding its provision de- 
nial. 

have said that readiness the sine qua non suc- 


cessful marriage whatever age. Perhaps this not en- 
tirely true. Many ill-advised marriages, involving older 
men and women well teenagers, have been success- 
ful despite initial handicaps, because the partners have 
been counseled and helped turn potential failure into 
eventual triumph. Counseling essentially education. So, 
the answer the question about what done about 
the early marriage explosion still—in one 
cation”. 

What should this education consist of? How should 
organized? There are many “courses” and many sug- 
gested curricula which tend disregard parents and 
adults. The film, Early Marriage® does not attempt sup- 
plant any these courses curricula. Instead, supple- 
ments them, and addition provides means involving 
parents and other adults the process learning about 
marriage and deciding “what done” about early 
marriage. 
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DILEMMAS FAMILY LIVING—A SKEPTIC’S VIEWPOINT* 


Ernest 


Teachers College, Columbia University 


Like many other professional groups, those work- 
ing the Marriage and Family Life field tend develop 
body doctrine, set convictions which cling 
though they were revealed from high. When chal- 
lenged, are apt react with emotion and figuratively 
cast the skeptic into the outer darkness. 

Since most people are more comfortable when left un- 
challenged, little wonder that are not wont 
question our beliefs, ask ourselves whether those things 
hold self-evident may not largely new ortho- 
doxy. Nor the role the skeptic comfortable one. 
Again, most like liked. And take the role 
one who challenges long-held beliefs who even raises 
gentle questions likely bring flood negative feel- 
ings, openly expressed inwardly nursed. 

Nonetheless, since this the task set for (or more 
accurately, the one have set for myself), shall endeavor 
not turn back. But first, let make one thing clear. 
Those cherished beliefs upon which propose cast 
questioning eye are largely, ones which too, have in- 
vested with positive value judgments. Basically, the teach- 
ings have received home and later, the life experiences 
through which have gone, convince they are sound. 
Yet, the past, many conviction which the majority 
good, well-educated people have held has proved 
questionable. Witness the rigid feeding schedules the 
twenties, the Watsonian doctrines familial affection. 
And though have given wide-spread lip service the 
fact individual differences, operation, all often 
talk and act though people were piece and what 
was good for one must good for all. 

Interestingly enough, when one begins ask what are 
the most strongly held convictions about marriage and 
family living, they tend cluster around the concept 
“togetherness.” whatever point one cuts into the life 
cycle, one form another this recently publicized “to- 
getherness” prominent. Certainly, there are aspects 
marriage and family living that can hardly fitted into 
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the “togetherness” syndrome, and important ones, too, 
but the time have this evening, shall focus those 
which one way another tie into the kinds things 
which some aspect close association prominent. 

One the more controversial phenomena inter-per- 
sonal relationships that “steady dating” the earlier 
adolescent years. and large, those who grew 
earlier era have grave questions its advisability. 
are able marshall facts and figures prove our 
own satisfaction, least, that unwise for one boy and 
one girl concentrate exclusively upon companionship 
with one another. Our fear premature sexual involve- 
ment leading forced or, least, early marriage among 
major concerns. Publications the Paulist 
among others, have characterized steady dating inevita- 
bly “occasion sin.” less definitely sexual level, 
many feel that the lack opportunity learning know 
variety individuals the opposite sex, makes steady 
dating questionable practice. order to.make intel- 
ligent choice marriage partner, asserted, young 
people should have variety associations. 

But, even granting that there merit these two major 
objections, there danger assuming that this the 
whole story. subsequent number the same Paulist 
publication that made such sweeping condemnation 
steady dating, priest the order suggested that for some 
individuals, the experience concentrating one per- 
son might well one which would bring feeling per- 
sonal adequacy and deep understanding another per- 
sonality. Something great significance the growth 
process. Certainly, give any weight what young 
people say about steady dating, the security knowing 
that one can count having date under any circum- 
stances something devoutly desired the uncer- 
tain youngster. 

Nor does the assumption that constant companionship 
will inevitably lead premature sexual involvement seem 
born out the facts. use that favorite phrase 
psychologists, “It all depends—.” The skeptic, then, would 
say, “To sure, there may certain physical, social and 
emotional hazards steady dating but let’s not throw out 


Footnote not available press time. 


| 


the baby with the bath. Steady dating, particularly 
conceived the younger generation, can healthy 
and growth-producing experience.” 

glance back earlier developmental period also 
may worth our attention. Whether the word used 
not, many have accepted uncritically the Freudian- 
derived concept the “latency period.” assume, the 
basis observation, that the period from six twelve 
thereabouts girls and boys are not only disinterested 
one another but are actively rejecting each other. What 
fail ask whether this something innate whether 
part it, least, may due unrecognized social 
pressures. The fact that there are individual schools 
neighborhoods where boy-girl association these age 
levels strikingly different than the stereotype would have 
it, should make one hesitate before accepting the validity 
the “latency period” concept. 

When one moves more directly into questions about the 
“ideal” far the nature sexual relationships between 
boys and girls this adolescent period, more 
highly charged ground. Few there are who raise any ques- 
tions about the desirability chastity. Given our culture 
and our religious orientation, one would fool-hardy 
take stand favor more accepting attitude toward 
pre-marital sex experience. One father acquaintance 
has even told his daughter that would rather have 
her commit murder than engage sex relations before 
marriage. And the Church has canonized young woman 
who fought the death preserve her virginity. 

One cannot help but wonder, though timorously, 
whether even more enlightened circles, may not 
giving unduly prominent place pre-marital chastity 
the scale moral values. But fortunately for me, can 
justify passing over this once lightly, since sure 
that much attention will given this topic this con- 
ference Lester Kirkendall’s section. 

One finds something less than global thinking, too, 
the supposedly more liberal camp far sex matters are 
concerned. Those who assert that couple contemplating 
marriage are irresponsible unless they determine through 
first-hand experience that they are sexually compatible, 
clearly overlook the fact that many subtle attitudes affect 
this aspect inter-personal relationships. may well 
that deeply rooted feelings various kinds come play 
pre-marital sex experience such way not make 
satisfactory one. But this cannot taken conclusive 
evidence sexual incompatability. Effectiveness sex ex- 
pression hardly God-given thing but one that may have 
learned. Nor does mountain-top pre-marital sex ex- 
perience insure the continuation the same sort thing 
after marriage. Individuals may find the necessary fur- 
tiveness, lack responsibility, and the like, matrix which 


makes unsanctioned sex behavior seem very satisfac- 
tory only discover that under the circumstances mar- 
riage with its necessary responsibility and its concomit- 
ant day-by-day associations, sex may seem less satisfying 
than did when risks were involved and when there were 
few the ties that mature responsibility brings. their 
own way, the liberals and radicals may have doctrinaire 
and stereotyped attitudes the more conservative in- 
dividuals whose orientation the radicals deplore. 

But high time that take look some the shib- 
boleths and stereotypes about marriage itself. The desir- 
ability homogamy similarity backgrounds has 
become almost axiomatic among large groups workers 
the field. Nor can one deny that and large, experience 
has indicated that such similarity likely associated 
with compatability. But this not the whole story. Recent 
studies and philosophizing make reasonably good case 
for the desirability complementarity, compensating 
complementing factors the two partners marriage. 
Given our culture, may still statistically sound 
suggest that homogamy important. But with many 
other things this whole business human relationships, 
individual differences are important enough make appli- 
cation statistical probability individual situation 
open considerable question. Unwittingly, our pre-con- 
ceptions may come contaminate our judgment. 
recent book marriage reputable worker? 
the field case point. those cases inter-faith 
marriage which there have been problems, initially 
later, the evidence marshalled show the undesirability 
generally such marriages. But when discussing the 
smaller number cases which the relationships seem 
have worked out well, the author says effect that all 
the evidence not and leaves the reader with the im- 
pression that untoward developments may still expected. 

understandable that trying understand what 
makes for successful unsuccessful marriage grasp for 
some the more obvious factors. But cannot agree 
that this but the first step? Increasingly, seems me, 
our task attempt get clearer understanding 
the multitude more subtle patterns that may into this 
complex relationship call marriage. And until more 
evidence in, behooves not give much weight 
our current convictions perhaps have done. More 
attention successful marriages which should not have 
been successful according the studies would seem 
very much order. One thing certain. our general 
social attitudes change toward matters race and class, 
the emotional climate may change enough that mar- 
riages which were previously almost doomed failure 
may work out quite well. 

James Bossard and Eleanor Boll, One Marriage, Two 
Faiths, New York: The Ronald Press Company, 1957. 
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this point, might said that have only been 
skirmishing far “togetherness” concerned. mov- 
ing directly into consideration currently expressed 
attitudes and values about marriage itself, are precipi- 
tated into more direct grappling with the concept its 
many forms. 

Within the last few years, one our large circulation 
women’s magazines has made much “togetherness” 
its promotional program. believe the editors have even 
been able copyright the word that competitors are 
denied the use it. But would mistake think 
that this something new far marriage and family 
living concerned. Even superficial glance the trends 
family living over the last generation so, will indicate 
that the many changes that have taken place, most can 
linked one way another affirmations the desir- 
ability bigger and better “togetherness.” And this 
spite of, perhaps, because the centrifugal social fac- 
tors that have been accused separating members the 
family from one another. 

Before engaging the skeptic’s prerogative raising 
the querying eyebrow the iconoclastic question, let 
say that with undoubted majority group like this, 
the moves toward greater closeness family members, 
the emphasis companionship husband and wife, 
parent and child, brother and sister, are ones which be- 
lieve are contributing significantly the development 
more meaningful personal relationships. But this convic- 
tion should not stay from examination whether 
have not developed kind absolutism that does not 
take into consideration the normal and acceptable individ- 
ual differences that should permitted free society. 

Let me, then, look with you number quite specific 
aspects marriage and family life which the “together- 
theme prominent. doing so, shall try not 
much play the devil’s advocate which assume 
bands wives may counseled “tell all” far 
point out possible over-emphases which distort the basic 
validity the concept. 

often asserted, for instance, that order develop 
the mutual trust that couples should have, complete honesty 
should characterize their relationship. Prospective hus- 
bands wives may counselled “tell all” far 
their prior emotional involvements are concerned. Gener- 
ally, this may sound advice, but always? May 
there not one the other certain attitudes and 
feelings that would make the divulging some experiences 
threatening involve continuing discomfort their 
relationship? The perfectionist, course, may say that 
this the case, the individual reacting not mature 
enough enter into the relationship. But this seems un- 
realistic perfectionism indeed. And the analysts may 
quite right suggesting that such “pouring out” may 
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motivated needs far less acceptable than that starting 
out with clean slate. 

And how about complete honesty between husband and 
wife? Granted that some couples may able assimilate 
this rather strong medicine advantage, need make 
fetish honesty? there are areas which one partner 
particularly vulnerable, necessary sign matur- 
ity for the other completely candid about his feelings 
and his behavior? Let suppose, for instance, that there 
are religious differences, not much church affiliation 
but personal theology. If, for one both, these are 
deeply held matters, would not more sensible and 
humane for them avoid coming directly grips with 
their differences and find other aspects the marriage 
the security and stability that desirable? 

Often, bring marriage unresolved feelings and 
attitudes that may have work through. Ideally, one 
might make case for the desirability being able 
this with one’s spouse. But may more mature come 
terms with these one’s-self than burden marriage 
partner who may, the time, find them difficult assimi- 
late. Let suppose that the young husband disturbed 
because finds himself sexually attracted other women. 
may quite clear with himself that does not want 
act out these feelings. And might well that his 
wife were secure enough accept such feelings without 
being threatened, could help himself deal with them 
sharing them with her. But one wonders whether most 
marriages, such approach would wise one. the 
moment, for one, would question it. Rather, would 
think more desirable for him come terms with 
them, perhaps with some counseling, than risk the emo- 
tional upheaval that divulging them could bring. 

Obviously, there can nice formula prescription 
help one decide when honesty order and when 
not. Ideal the idea complete honesty may seem, 
there may higher ethic—that consideration and 
compassion for one another. must admitted, however, 
that this dangerous doctrine; for easy ration- 
alize, convince outselves that move from the path 
absolute honesty for the sake the marriage relationship 
out consideration for the marriage partner, when our 
motive may much more egocentric one. 

The image marriage which has been developing dur- 
ing the last three four decades compared with that 
the Victorian period accents the elements companion- 
ship. There increasing quality sharing, blurring 
the lines between what was long considered the appro- 
priate sex roles for husband and wife. Along with the in- 
evitable confusion that such shift has brought has been 
the development almost evangelistic fervor support- 
ing the ideal complete sharing the only defensible 
basis for modern marriage. 


The “good” marriage one which everything 
shared. The “good” wife one who understands, man- 
fully (sic) strives understand the intricacies her 
husband’s business profession that can talk over 
with her those matters which concern him. Their recrea- 
tional interests, too, should completely mutual. The golf 
fishing widow may told that she will better 
marriage partner she cultivates those interests and skills. 
There should, course, joint bank account. And the 
ideal husband not silent passive partner the 
domestic enterprise. From dishwashing home decora- 
tion, the ideal husband interested and active. Though 
there may some division labor necessitated the 
circumstances daily living, this seems considered 
unfortunate though necessary adjustment. 

am, course, caricaturing somewhat. Nonetheless, 
not too far from the mark that often suggested our 
teaching and writing. 

Where such operations are comfortable for the two in- 
dividuals, there much said for this pervasive kind 
partnership. But again the realities individual differ- 
ences arising out the differences our families origin 
need taken into account. the young husband raised 
home where was taken for granted that the “head 
the house” controlled the purse strings, may too 
difficult the beginning marriage, least, even 
share that control with his wife, let alone turn over. 
Nor, interestingly enough, all young wives welcome 
their husband’s active interest and participation what 
goes the kitchen. For them, part the necessary 
feeling adequacy may based taking over com- 
pletely this department. 

Nor would seem entirely essential good marriage 
that there interests activities which both not 
share fully. Neither the skilled golfer, whether husband 
wife, nor the more inept partner, there anything 
very satisfying about playing around the course together. 
Surely, marriage not necessarily threatened because 
the partners not have all the same interests and 
skills. 

The old pattern night out with the boys” has weak- 
ended over the years. And though this may desirable 
trend, does not follow that there merit either 
husband wife following separate path now and then. 
Perhaps, indeed, you have known happily married couples 
who have found that separate vacations occasion are 
not too undesirable thing. 

But lest misunderstood, let crystal clear that 
not implying that should counsel “apartness” 
rather than “togetherness.” All suggesting that 
many instances the pendulum may have swung too far, 
that pattern elose cooperation and close relationship 
may one for which struggle overmuch. 


And now, let turn another most important part 
the husband-wife relationship, that sex. Few, any, 
will defend the apparent Victorian attitude that only 
man had sexual feelings and obtained pleasure from the 
sex relationship. The concept that the role the wife was 
submit her husband, provide him sexual gratifica- 
tion duty scarcely palatable one. The recognition 
that women, too, are sexual creatures and that husbands 
have both the obligation and privilege playing their part 
seeing that their wives find enjoyment sex 
altogether desired. But again, the pendulum may have 
swung far distort things. 

some quarters the concept has been promoted that 
there something wrong with marriage which the 
wife does not have full-blown orgasm the occasion 
each and every act intercourse. Not few marriage 
counselors have had the experience having women com- 
ing them after reading hearing such doctrine find 
out what wrong with their marriage. And this, face 
the fact that over period years they had found satis- 
faction the sex experience well other aspects 
their marriage. Surely, this giving over-emphasis one 
aspect relationship which many-splendored thing. 
Levy and Monroe The Happy Family have choice 
paragraph which seems put this over-emphasis 
the orgasm its proper perspective. Many you will 
remember it. 

“Study the sex activity relatively uninhibited hap- 
pily married couples demonstrates very beautifully both 
the unorthodox nature their impulses and the ease with 
which they are integrated into ‘normal’ heterosexual pat- 
tern. Sometimes the pair will close and affectionate. 
Tenderness will pass into rather solemn passion, con- 
firmation their abiding love for each other. other 
times their mood will wholly frivolous. Intercourse, 
then, will just rattling good time without deeper im- 
plications. the husband will seek protection and cud- 
dling his wife’s breast. will lie like girl while she 
takes possession his body. times, will vulgarize the 
act with smutty words take fine pleasure hurting his 
wife and forcing her his will. the couple may play 
illicit relationship, acting out little seduction farce 
for their own benefit. They will try out odd positions and 
experiment with unusual parts the body. Often, too, 
intercourse will routine satisfaction bodily need 
about romantic orange juice, toast and coffee for 
breakfast. Our uninhibited, happily married couples will 
take all these variations and find them 

The references this passage the variety experi- 
ence appropriate sex relationships probably one which 
many this audience accept normal and good. But 
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again, one may overly-evangelistic and assert, has 
Albert Ellis,* that couples who not find each and every 
kind sexual experience acceptable are the ones who are 
perverted rather than those who “experiment with un- 
usual parts the body.” 

taking such position, have only substituted 
new orthodoxy for old. Certainly, frequency inter- 
course and variations the performance thereof, are indi- 
cations certain attitudes toward sex; but can say 
that those who not meet Kinsey standard for frequency 
Ellis standard for variety have deficiency their 
marriage? think not. 

Another area which there danger new ortho- 
doxy arising that related various aspects childbirth. 
The Grantly Dick approach childbirth and its 
variations which encourage women savor the full ex- 
perience birth has much commend it. For many hus- 
bands and wives, too, the former’s active participation 
childbirth even the point being present the delivery 
room may bring deep satisfaction. Rooming in, which pro- 
vides greater closeness between mother, father and infant 
during the first days the child’s life, likewise satisfying 
many couples. The emphasis the desirability 
breast-feeding not only from the physical point view 
but from the emotional seems good one. One can hope 
that there will increasingly relaxation the medical 
profession’s attitude toward such practices that any 
prospective parents who wish may choose them without 
difficulties being put the way. 

But already kind cult has arisen. some circles, 
women who choose not accept so-called “natural child- 
birth” are made feel that there something immature 
about their attitudes. Prospective fathers and mothers who 
decide they want leave everything the hands the 
obstetrician and not together during delivery may 
looked askance acquaintances and friends. And the 
mother, who though capable nursing, chooses not 

Such judgmental attitudes seem provincial. There 
reliable evidence that infants who come into the world 
without the benefit the current enthusiasms are thereby 
some way critically deprived. Nor nursing the only 
way which child can secure the feeling closeness 
that seems important. Husbands and wives, too, who 
choose not together the time birth cannot right- 
fully said have something lacking their relation- 
ship. These are all acceptable differences. well not 
bring pressures bear for the one the other. Pros- 
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pective parents should free undue influence either 
accept reject “natural childbirth” rooming-in, breast 
feeding, the father’s presence the birth the child. 
What unfortunate, that there tends difficulty 
making provision for the newer practices some social 
pockets, over-much pressure accept them. 

And now, few observations about various facets. 
the parent-child relationship. The clinical studies 
and others well garden-variety observa- 
tion indicate quite clearly the negative impact maternal 
deprivation the personality and even the physical health 
the infant and young child. Understandably, this has 
led strong emphasis the desirability the mother 
being with the children full time least during the early 
years life. And this conviction has been projected 
many into the period school-going. felt that 
great importance for the preadolescent boy and girl 
know that their mother home even though they may 
rush home only rush out again the neighbors. 

The working mother, then, subject both internal 
and external pressures which arouse feelings guilt. When 
her income necessary for the economic welfare the 
family, the pressures are not acute. But the woman 
who—for her psychological welfare—finds work essen- 
tial thing, more vulnerable position. Yet, may 
not legitimately raise the question whether she should 
condemned, provided she has made adequate arrange- 
ments for the care the children while she away. 
Granted that this may difficult, hardly justifiable 
say that impossible. And she may well the sort 
person who needs such work experiences she 
accepting her children would hope she would be. 

Unless there gross neglect, the evidence seems 
that youngsters can take their mother’s absence with con- 
siderable impunity. One may still accept the possibility 
that this absence may have some undesirable effects and 
yet not ones the kind that are truly traumatic. And given 
her particular personality, may well that arrange- 
ment whereby she does work the lesser two evils 
may even contribute something the children that may 
well make for whatever deprivation they feel because 
her partial absence. One hundred per cent “together- 
ness” not necessarily unalloyed good. 

The current doctrine regarding the father’s relationship 
his children also calls for the sceptical eye. Few would 
deny that meaningful relationship important. But the 
approved pattern has been too narrowly bounded. From 
popular writing and from the propaganda several youth- 
serving agencies, one gets the impression that pal 
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with one’s children essential desideratum they grow 
older. And earlier, dad urged play horse with his 
youngsters roll happily the floor with them. 

For some us, such intimate companionship comes 
naturally. For others, follow the prescription uncom- 
fortable and artificial. Surely there are other ways re- 
lating. Talking over things together may meaningful 
even more than playing ball. The quiet, more intro- 
spective father can find ways other than the more robust 
physical ones relating his children. Again, hardly 
sound believe that there but one road salvation. 

One final observation. Some us, parents, consider 
the degree which our children confide indica- 
tion whether not our relationship with them good 
one. And this has merit. But it, too, needs some examina- 
tion particularly when our children reach their adolescent 
years. Their need establish degree emotional inde- 
pendence from quite naturally diminishes the extent 
which they want talk things over. trying ideas for 
size, reaching out discover themselves persons, 
they are more comfortable communicating with their 
peers with understanding adults who are not emo- 
tionally involved with them parents should be. In- 
stead the concern that often comes when the confi- 


dences have treasured begin dry up, may well 
count ourselves fortunate that they have been able find 
some other adult with whom they can talk. may also 
give some passing comfort assume, believe 
can, that another part the reason for being less com- 
municative about what they are thinking and feeling may 
related their desire not cause worry and con- 
cern. Needing question some the values have 
helped build, they may realize half conscious sort 
way that this not rejection are likely interpret 
but only kind stage which they are re-evaluating 
without any conscious intent throw over. 

What have tried taking the skeptic’s role 
not smash idols, not subversive, not show how 
unconventional and daring thinking is. hope this has 
been self-evident. But deeply convinced, said 
the beginning, that there real danger merely sloughing 
off one orthodoxy for another and that this process not 
one which will most successfully meet the needs men, 
women, and children. There should ample room our 
families and our society for variation thinking, feel- 
ing, and acting. trust that want Procrustean beds 
whether they rococco brass ones the latest rubber 
foam mattressed, fruitwood headboarded type. 
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SOURCES MENSTRUAL INFORMATION—A COMPARISON AGE GROUPS 


Larsent 


Mental Health Research Institute 


From whom does today’s girl learn menstrual facts? 
Does her mother tell her? Does she learn the classroom? 
Does she learn from her peers rather than from adults? 
Are any girls today completely uninformed about men- 
struation when their first menses arrive? How today’s 
sources information for girls differ from those their 
mothers and grandmothers? Are doing better job 
instruction 

These questions should concern all who are in- 
volved growth and development children. Also 
interest everyone dealing with the development 
happier, healthier families. Today’s parents and close rela- 
tives are inherently concerned about the “how” and the 
“when” teaching the facts menstruation, well 
helping daughters adjust emotionally their feminine 
maturation. Likewise, health educators, guidance person- 
nel, school nurses, and youth group leaders have deep 
responsibility preparing, interpreting and guiding our 
young girls their path towards womanhood. 

the Mental Health Research Institute became 
especially interested the answers questions like these 
studied the preadolescents and adolescents admitted 
our state’s largest psychiatric hospital. Accordingly 
undertook research project our own, seeking answers 
the questions asked above. This paper part larger 
study done the Puget Sound area various aspects 
information and reactions about menstruation. One the 
questions our anonymous questionnaire was, “From 
whom did you learn about menstruation?” Questionnaires 
were given 732 females including girls and women all 
ages. attempt was made determine length previous 
residence the community. The occupational and source 
groups included students two high schools, three col- 
leges, and six affiliating schools nursing; graduate 
nurses and attendants psychiatric hospital, social serv- 
ice workers, clerical workers, other working women, church 
groups, adult education classes, senior citizen groups, and 
miscellaneous clubs different economic levels. For the 
most part these were people middle class background. 
order cover three generations, respondents, who 
ranged age from years, have been divided into 


Chief, Medical Research, Mental Health Research Insti- 
tute, Fort Steilacoom, Washington. 
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three groups: those under years, who comprise two- 
fifths the total; those 20-39 years, who comprise about 
one-third; and those years and over, who represented 
one-fourth the group. 

Let’s look first the teen-age group, which gave many 
more sources information than the other two groups. 
(See tables for details.) today’s girls learn about men- 
struation more often from their peers than did their 
mothers and grandmothers? Apparently not, since there 
variation less than three per cent between the three 
generations. Does the family play smaller larger part 
preparing daughters for menstruation today than 
earlier generations? There were five sources classified 
within the family: mother, mother substitute (such 
grandmother foster mother) father, siblings, and other 
relatives. Mother was the principal source information 
all three groups, and her importance has increased each 
generation. the teen-agers, per cent learned from 
their mothers, compared with per cent the 20-39 
year olds and per cent the older 

Along with mother’s increasing part the information 
source, there decrease all other sources within the 
family, from older generation the present. Although 
has often been said that families today not teach 
children what they need know, our study showed that 
per cent the teen-agers learned from within their 
own families, compared with per cent their 
mothers’ generation and per cent their grandmothers’ 
generation. 

The mothers’ somewhat increasing importance pre- 
senting menstrual facts their offspring may explained 
various ways. One possible explanation that with to- 
day’s better family health more mothers live rear their 
daughters. There is, therefore, less need for mother sub- 
stitutes, fathers and siblings the in-family teaching. 
Also, today’s mores allow freer discussion all biological 
facts the home. Mothers are more aware the far- 
reaching importance adequate pre-menstrual informa- 
tion. Actually, many mothers expect give menstrual facts 
before menarche and give assistance and emotional sup- 


these differences may well accounted for the 
differential ability the members the older groups recall their 
sources information about menstruation. 


= 
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port their daughters throughout the months that follow 
the body learns its new patterns functioning. They 
now are better informed and equipped this job. 
Looking the sources information which are struc- 
tured educational, find four sub-groupings. These 
might called “channels” “tools” information: (1) 
resource people, such teachers, nurses and doctors; (2) 
classes and informal youth activity groups; (3) books, 
pamphlets and magazines; and (4) teaching films. 


TABLE NUMBER SOURCES 
INFORMATION AGE RESPONDENTS 


Number of Sources Age of Respondents 
20-39 


Under 20 40 and over 
N Per Cent N Per Cent N Per Cent 
167 55.4 146 62.4 159 81.1 
TOTAL 302 100.0 234 100.0 196 100.0 


The teen-age groups cited resource people twelve per 
cent their answers, compared with three per cent 
the 20-39 year old group, and with two per cent the 
year and over. Both the younger groups named classes 
and informal groups approximately per cent, while 
they were mentioned only 0.5 per cent the answers 
the oldest group. Films were specifically mentioned 
fourteen per cent the teen-agers, seven per cent 
the 20-39 year olds, and none the oldest group. 
Marked differences between the generations reflect the in- 
creasing development educational concern and teaching 
skills the past two three decades. This illustrated 
the increase specific mention the teen-ager re- 
source people—including some four per cent who men- 
tioned nurses and doctors. Resource people were men- 
tioned distinct from “classes,” which suggests that the 
personal relationship involved was special importance 
the girl. One must consider, however, the possibility that 
this finding might have been influenced the wording 
the question, “From whom did you learn?” the words 
had been, “Where did you learn?” the results might have 
had another bias. 

The first teaching film specifically menstruation was 
the Walt Disney production, The Story Menstruation, 
made 1947. More recently the film Molly Grows Up? be- 
came available, and just released the teaching film 
Wonderful Being Another widely used film that 
handles this phase development very well Human 
Growth.* Many well- written informational pamphlets are 

Medical Arts Productions, 1956. 

Personal Products Corporation, 1960. 

Brown Trust, 1948. 


also available from commercial companies. The educa- 
tional tools appear clarify and extend the menstrual 
facts which the girl learns her home. The informational 
sources inside and outside the family can complement each 
other and supply the intellectual and emotional components 
needed the girl her maturation. 

With all the sources information previously men- 
tioned, had expected find one under years who 
reached menarche uninformed. Contrary our expecta- 
tions, found that some girls reached their first menstru- 
ation totally unprepared and uninformed. the and 
over group there were per cent; the 20-39 year olds 
there were nine per cent; and among the teen-agers four 
per cent who were unprepared. 

Many those who said they had been completely un- 
informed before their menarche wrote their own feelings 
some length. One girl thought she was “injured,” an- 
other was she was bleeding death.” Some said they 
were “ashamed,” “shocked,” “confused,” “disgusted,” 
“horrified.” One told “crying all night,” while another 
“thought would continue the rest life.” With appre- 
ciation the potential psychologic trauma when girl 
totally unprepared for this feminine milestone, must 
concerned that even today more than one apparently 
not informed the combined efforts home, school 
and friends. 


TABLE PERCENT INFORMANTS THREE AGE LEVELS 
INDICATING VARIOUS SOURCES MENSTRUAL INFORMATION 


Source Information Age Level 
Under 20 20-39 40 and over 
Per Cent Per Cent Per Cent 
Mother 84.4 69.2 66.8 
Mother Substitute 2.1 4.1 
Father 0.7 0.9 
Siblings 5.3 10.2 
Other Relatives 5.6 
Peers 15.6 13.3 


Resource People 

(Teachers, M.D., RN) 
Classes and Informal Groups 
Books and Pamphlets 
Teaching Films 
Completely Unprepared 


12.0 2.6 
15.6 16.7 0.5 
11.0 9.8 4.6 
14.3 6.8 0.0 


for Menarche 3.7 9.8 11.7 
Did Not Recall Source 0.3 0.4 2.6 
Number Respondents 302 234 196 
Number Responses 502 351 240 


This suggests that parents and educators need more 
aware the physical characteristics that precede menarche 
—the enlarging hips, the weight gain and the spurt 
height. For the earlier maturing girl menstrual information 
obviously needed earlier. Adults themselves need 
prepared accept and reassure the girl who reaches 
menarche nine ten eleven years age. They need 
know both the simple facts and appreciate the nor- 
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malcy and wholesomeness the menstrual cycle. The atti- 
tudes towards one’s feminine functioning carry over into 
one’s intersex attitudes, marriage and relationships within 
the family. 

summary, this study 1098 responses from 732 
girls and women asked their sources information 
menstruation. Their responses are presented three age 
groupings: under years, 20-39 years, and and over. 
The youngest group gives the largest number multiple 
sources information and the oldest group, the most 
single sources, 


Peers, informational sources, show significant 
difference the three generation groupings. The family 
most often given source the teen-age group. Mothers 
are the principal informants all age groups, but are 
increasing significance with the under and 20-39 age 
groups. Other sources the family progressively decrease 
with the youth group. 

Educational sources are seen significant 
teen-age group and were minimal the and over group. 

total lack information before menarche found 
all age groups but occurs least often the teen-age group. 


STUDY PARENTAL ROLE FUNCTIONS* 


Joan 
Kansas State University 


the course recent study the author and Leone 
Kell the relation mothers’ child rearing ideologies 
their children’s perceptions maternal control, the au- 
thor collected some supplemental data that might used 
test certain hypotheses deriving from portions the 
parental role theory Talcott According 
this theory, the father’s role the basic role structure 
the family differentiated “in the instrumental direction,” 
meet the adaptive needs the family system while the 
mother’s role differentiated “in the expressive direction,” 
meet the integrative demands the family That 
is, regard parent-child relations, control and discipline 
functions center primarily the father while the mother 
provides warmth and emotional support.* 

The findings previous studies relevant this theory 
have been contradictory. Roy’s* data showed mothers 
more permissive than fathers, and found first and 
second graders thought their fathers being less 


Contribution No. 210, Kansas Agricultural Experiment Sta- 
tion, Manhattan. The author wishes thank Professor Leone Kell 
for furnishing the data upon which this study was based and for 
her suggestions concerning the manuscript. Any errors, however, 
are the responsibility the author. 

Currently National Institute Mental Health Research Fel- 
low, Minnesota Family Study Center, University Minnesota. 

Talcott Parsons and Robert Bales, Family, Socialization and 
Interaction Process, Glencoe, The Free Press, 1955. 

163. 

Morris Zelditch, “Role Differentiation the Nuclear Family,” 
ibid., 314. 

Roy, “Parents’ Attitudes Toward Their Children,” 
Journal Home Economics, (8, October, 1950), pp. 652-653. 

Jerome Kagan, “The Child’s Perception the Parent,” Journal 
Abnormal Psychology, (2, September, 1956), pp. 257-258. 


April, 1961 


friendly and more punitive than their mothers. Both these 
results would seem consistent with the theory. con- 
trast, however, Bronson, Katten, and Livson® found that 
significantly more mothers than fathers were rated ob- 
servers displaying great authority towards their chil- 
dren, both sons and daughters. They also reported that 
“both sons and daughters perceive mothers more often 
than fathers, exercising strong authority the home, 
and they see difference the frequency with which fa- 
thers and mothers are highly affectionate.” The finding 
McClelland, Rindlesbacher and that mothers 
expect their children master independence training 
situations sooner than fathers would also appear 
contradiction the Parsons theory. None these 
studies, however, was designed specifically test the 
theory. seemed desirable, therefore, make such test 
order provide more pertinent information about its 
usefulness. 

rather difficult express the Parsons theory 
operational terms. The author hypothesized, however, (1) 
that youths will perceive their fathers primarily respon- 
sible for their discipline, and (2) that youths will perceive 
their fathers primarily responsible for their supervision. 

The relevant data came from sample white col- 
lege juniors attending Kansas State University 1955. 
The families the girls and boys were unbroken 


Wanda Bronson, Edith Katten and Norman Livson, “Pat- 
terns Authority and Affection Two Generations,” Journal 
Abnormal and Social Psychology, (2, March, 1959), 148. 

McClelland, Rindlesbacher, and Richard 
Charms, “Religious and Other Sources Parental Attitudes Toward 
Independence Training,” David McClelland, ed., Studies 
Motivation, New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1955, pp. 


and middle class—the class status being determined 
Warner’s Index Status None the 
students was only child. The average age was 20.1, and 
though all were unmarried none was living home. The 
students were interviewed, using semi-structured protocol 
centering perceptions their parents’ child rearing 
values. All interviews were tape 

The students were asked among other things about the 
discipline they experienced childhood and adolescence. 
Only youths thought single parent primarily 
responsible for their discipline, and, contrary the hypo- 
thesis, these youths said their mothers took care 
the discipline. Thus, this group 12, mothers were 
significantly (.05 level) more often named administrators 
discipline than fathers, using the chi-square test as- 
sociation with Yates’ There was sex differ- 
ence this respect, however, since all seven the girls 
named their mothers disciplinarians while the propor- 
tion among the boys was three out possible five. 

The remaining youths thought that both parents ad- 
ministered discipline. Five them, two boys and three 
girls, reported particular differences the type disci- 
pline given each parent. The others described how their 
parents’ discipline differed. Ten youths, equally divided 
sex, perceived their fathers more often resorting 
physical punishment the form whipping pad- 
dling than did their mothers. Only one boy declared his 
mother used harsher discipline than his father. This dif- 
ference harshness was significant the .02 level. Ten 
girls and ten boys perceived their fathers stricter than 
their mothers while only two girls said their mothers were 
stricter than their fathers, difference significant the 
level. These latter two results would seem some- 


Lloyd Warner, Marsha Meeker and Kenneth Eells, Social 
Class America, Chicago: Science Research Associates, 

For more detailed description the sample and data col- 
lecting method see Leone Kell and Joan Aldous, “The Relation 
Between Mothers’ Child-Rearing Ideologies and Their Children’s 
Perceptions Maternal Control,” Child Development, (1, March, 
1960), pp. 145-156. 

The chi-square test with Yates’ correction was also used the 
statistical analyses reported the remainder the article. 


what line with Parsons theory contrast the other 
findings the study. 

series questions also asked which parent had most 
with supervising the young people. One parent alone 
took responsibility for supervision according the an- 
swers the majority, 37, the students. Both girls 
and boys, girls and boys, named the mother. The 
father was named principal supervisor only five girls 
and four boys, difference from the students perceiv- 
ing their mother supervisor significant the level. 
(Two students were not included this part the study. 
These included boy who said his mother did most the 
supervising when was younger while his father took 
over adolescence, and girl who named someone other 
than her parents performing the role 

Thus would seem for this sample youths, for 
that Bronson, Katten, and Livson mentioned above, 
fathers were not perceived primarily responsible for 
exercising supervision and discipline, would have been 
expected from the hypotheses derived from Parsons’ the- 
ory. The discipline function was most often carried out 
both parents, although fathers were reported being 
harsher and stricter more often than mothers, finding 
seemingly line with the theory. Mothers alone were most 
often named supervising the youths’ activities. 

The reasons for the data failing confirm the hypothe- 
ses, aside from the possible incorrectness their trans- 
lation into operational terms the inadequacies the 
sample both numbers and representativeness, 
would seem lie the characteristics family life 
American society. The father’s role primary wage-earner 
for the family takes him away from his children major 
portion each day. The mother, therefore, must necessar- 
ily play the roles disciplinarian and supervisor the 
children least until gets home and can take over. 
This seemed what happened with regard the disci- 
pline function, since both parents were often reported 
handling it. Supervision, however, was left the mother 
alone the majority instances, perhaps because the 
father was tired after the day’s work was less familiar 
with the behavioral standards his children were expected 
achieve. 
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THE FAMILY LIFE BOOKSHELF 


THE 


The first months 1961 have produced spate 
magazine articles deserving careful study all family 
life educators. So, for this issue the Bookshelf, let 
eschew scholarly tomes and learned papers and turn in- 
stead the world 

The logic this lies the assumption that the very 
existence the so-called “popular” magazines depends 
upon their giving readers—the general public—what they 
want read. The corollary this assumption that 
such magazines must also make readers want read what 
published. Thus, the magazines may once both reflect 
and mold general public attitudes and interests. For the 
family life educator this important, first because helps 
define his task—the prejudices and mistaken notions that 
must combat. Second, the general “acceptedness” 
popular magazine articles makes some them valuable 
tools for the educator, when they are sound and well done. 
Thus, sense important trends and identify both ob- 
stacles and instructional aids, the family life educator 
should keep with the slicks. 

illustrate what mean about popular magazine 
articles let turn piece the March issue Better 
Homes and Gardens entitled “Where does your child learn 
about sex?” authorized one Roger Hern, and the 
gist that wherever your child learns about sex 
hoped it’s not school. The idea introduced thus: 


“Never before our history has there been much 
school and public sex education. Never before have chil- 
dren been thoroughly ‘instructed’. And never before 
has there been much teen-age cynicism and amorality 
much sex experimentation; many premaritally preg- 
nant teenage brides; many young unmarried mothers; 
much venereal disease; and much open promiscu- 
ity among children. 

“Why this seeming contradiction? Part the prob- 
lem due poor, ill-advised, and ill-timed teaching.” 
And then come this: 


“ 


some professionals who work with sexually delin- 
quent children believe that sex classes school have 
caused some the delinquency. These experts believe 
that was expression revolt against disliked 
school teacher—just as, many cases, such delin- 
quency was expression revolt against the standards 
parents with whom there was conflict. 

“Others social work believe that overly frank dis- 
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cussions sex school tend give ‘approved’ status, 
with resultant lowering inhibitions between young- 
sters. all right for them discuss sex openly 
school, seems much less sinful forbidden experi- 
ment sexually their own.” 


Now, you may shrug off these tidbits merely examples 
journalistic nonsense; but within week after read 
the article encountered two large adult audiences where- 
the same ideas were expressed criticism the whole 
idea high school classes preparation for marriage. 
The point that the article may reflect, and course re- 
inforce, trend toward unreasoning distrust and damag- 
ing criticism sex education and family life education 
the schools. 

Similar distrust and criticism with respect college 
classes voiced Mademoiselle for February 1961, 
Mary Anne Guitar. The flavor this article foreshad- 
owed the title: “College marriage courses—fun 
fraud?” And here significant quote: 


“Although sociology departments have for many years 
given theoretical courses marriage and family life, 
the functional course postwar the 
trend toward early marriage. Students demanded course 
that would give them smattering Freud, workable 
budget for two and some ideas bringing baby. The 
colleges obligingly cooked potpourri that soon 
smacked more Dear Abby than Margaret Mead. 
Apparently nobody paused debate, the marriage 
courses proliferated, whether they would really help 
stem the rising divorce rate stabilize our tottering fam- 
ily life; whether there any real justification for in- 
cluding how-to- hints marriage the college curric- 
ulum.” 


Note again (as the Hern article) the slippery logic 
evaluating educational courses the statistics nation- 
wide delinquency and divorce. Don’t assume that the 
Mademoiselle article read by, quoted to, legis- 
lators and others concerned with reducing educational 
eliminating “frills”. Two other passages from 
the article are pertinent. After telling that Mademoiselle 
reporters, including the author, “sat marriage 
courses eleven colleges different parts the coun- 
try,” Miss Guitar says: “We were curious about the fun 
and games reputed the daily fair these courses. And 


couldn’t help wondering, too, why hardheaded profes- 
sors and deans think that marriage can—or should—be 
taught college. bemusing question.” 

And finally, closing she writes: “The question really 
is, seems me: ‘Aren’t courses like these part 
our sickness?’ seem have invested marriage courses 
with the innocent faith that just discuss everything 
long enough and earnestly enough all our problems will 
disappear.” 

Now, probably need not said that when find 
these two articles possibly indicative trend toward 
threatening and damaging criticism family life educa- 
tion are opposed any criticism. both these ar- 
ticles there are some valid ideas, not essentially different 
from those expressed many leading family life educa- 
tors. What makes these articles frightening their 
viciousness and irresponsibility. Neither identifies single 
source information example and both are replete 
with blatant fallacies and chop logic. contrast an- 
other article reflecting the trend toward criticism—this time 
criticism some the erstwhile “established” tenets 
sex education. This article fails escape the familiar trap 
evaluation unrelated statistics, but it’s really con- 
structive and its sources are identified. This article 
which family life educators might refer quote—use 
tool, other words. 

Redbook, for January 1961, entitled “What Not 
Tell Child About Sex” and written Ardis Whitman. 
The general idea that: “If technical information were all 
needed, this supremely well-informed generation should 
have settled most its sexual dilemmas now.” This 
statement little dubious, because—of course—there 
pretty convincing evidence that despite brave show 
trying haven’t really brought generation particu- 
larly well-informed about sex; but true that more than 
information needed and the author quotes good author- 
ity (Sylvanus Duvall and Allan Fromme among others) 
prove her point, and sets down four pretty good rules for 
sex education parents which can profitably passed 
on. Without the elaboration she gives them, definitely worth 
reading, here they are: 


Don’t tell your child the wonderful story sexual 
love matter-of-factly though you were talking arith- 
metic. (You can’t anyway.) 


Don’t tell your children too much too soon. (How 
much too much and when too soon are little vague. 
but the idea sound.) 


Don’t violate your own privacy, invade your own nat- 
ural reserves. (Goes along with number one, above.) 


Don’t think sex education kind cataloguing 
dangers. (The best rule the four.) 


The March issue Redbook has another article worth 
attention possible tool for family life educators, (Red- 
book seems shape rather well all this.) The ar- 
ticle question illustrates trend but not the trend toward 
criticism; this trend toward more interest and un- 
derstanding marriage counselling. called “Hap- 
pier Marriages”, written Norman Lobsenz, and 
makes marriage counseling really understandable for the 
layman. 

Finally, come something Good Housekeeping for 
March 1961 which should the files every family 
life educator. If, somehow, its ideas and sentiments could 
also present the minds everyone contemplating 
marriage—teenagers and older people too—marriage edu- 
cation would have taken long step forward. called 
“Why You Were Born”, Henry Gregor Felsen. 

teenage son, the first series. gem which 
faulted being cut; but perhaps one quotation will whet 
our readers’ appetites for the whole: 


wish and hope that parenthood will not first some 
you the result sexual slip, albeit within the legal 
bonds matrimony. 

“The act conscious creation brought me—as 
might well bring you—a moment sublime experience 
unlike anything had ever imagined, much less known. 
miss knowing the difference between sex and the 
“awareness” mating miss one life’s most per- 
fect, most meaningful moments.” 

C.E.A. 
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST FAMILY LIFE NEWS AND NOTES 


KIRKENDALL 
Oregon State University, Corvallis, Oregon 


Listed below are several attractive summer study op- 
portunities the field marriage and the family here 
the Pacific Northwest. You may wish call these op- 
portunities the attention friends other parts the 
United States well those who live nearby. 


Central Washington College Education, Ellensburg, 
Washington. “Family Life Education Workshop.” July 
24-August Taught Lester Kirkendall Oregon 
State University. 


Oregon State University, Corvallis, Oregon. Workshop 
“Family Life Education for Teachers.” July 3-July 14. 
Taught Lester Kirkendall. 

“Case Studies Family Decision Making.” June 19-July 
28. Taught Edna Van Horn. 

“Methods Teaching Child Development.” June 19- 
July 28. Taught Millie Almy Teachers College, Co- 
lumbia University. 


University Oregon, Eugene, Oregon. The following 
courses will taught Reuben Hill, Director the Fam- 
ily Study Center the University Minnesota. “Mar- 
riage and the Family,” “The Family American Culture,” 
and seminar “Contemporary Research Marriage 
and the Family.” June 19-August 11. 

Rudolph Dreikurs, M.D., Professor Psychiatry, Chi- 
cago College Medicine, will offer “Adelerian Theory for 
Physicians,” “The Maladjusted Child,” and “Practicum 
Family Counseling.” With Raymond Lowe the Uni- 
versity Oregon’s School Education will offer 
“Procedures Family Counseling.” 


University Washington, Seattle, Washington. “Fam- 
ily Relationships.” Taught Mrs. Sigrid Gould. 

“Advanced Family Economics and Finances.” Taught 
Florence Turnbull. 


The University Alaska, Division Home Economics, 
will open its first nursery school the second semester 
this school year, with Mrs. Marie Jensen, graduate 
North Dakota State University, charge. The nursery 
school will used laboratory for the child develop- 
ment class taught Miss Mary Frances Lamison, Assistant 
Professor, Home 
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Anita Yourglich has completed the requirements for 
the PhD sociology the University Oregon. Her dis- 
sertation entitled study Role Consensus the 
Family System.” She continues the staff the depart- 
ment sociology Seattle University. 


Julian Press New York City will publish book, Pre- 
marital Intercourse and Interpersonal Relations, authored 
Lester Kirkendall Oregon State University this 
spring. This book will report the findings the study 
which has been engaged for several years. The study 
focuses the impact premarital intercourse the 
relationships the participants. 


The Southern Oregon Child Guidance Clinic Med- 
ford, Oregon has become the Family Counseling and Child 
Guidance Clinic Jackson County. Its expanded program 
includes family and marriage counseling services. Ethel 
Shumway the Fred Finch Children’s Home Oakland, 
California joined the staff January. She has both Mas- 
ter’s degree social work and education plus experi- 
ence teaching and special education. She also has worked 
with Family Service Association America agency for 
seven years. 


Mrs. Elba Crum, Director the Family Life Education 
program the Seattle Public Schools has presented 
overflow report the Seattle program. This report shows 
that 1960 the programs the cooperative preschool 
groups for retarded children and the parent observation 
groups and classes reached total 7,949 persons who 
devoted 198,210 hours classes, observation, and other 
aspects the parent education program. 


Roberta Collard has joined the state the Department 
Family Life Oregon State University for the winter 
and spring terms teaching the nursery school area. She 
has been the staffs the University Chicago Nursery 
School, the Yale Child Study Center and the St. Luke’s 
Hospital Chicago. She the process completing 
her doctorate human development the University 


Chicago. 


The Association for Childbirth Education announces 
new film, “Breast-Feeding—A Family Experience”. This 
companion film the Association’s earlier film, “Child- 
birth—A Family Experience”. The new film, which has 
been four years the making, starts with the new family 
within minutes the baby’s birth. traces breast feeding 
experiences variety families. centers less the 
techniques breast feeding than does the feelings 
and emotional growth families during the important 
phases infancy. The families the film represent cross 
section occupations and socio-economic levels. 

The film unique that was made expectant par- 
ents who wanted show that the art breast feeding can 
achieved modern families. They wanted show also 
that husbands are increasing importance for family 
growth and integration. 

Scores parents worked long and hard develop the 
theme, the scenes, the narrative and the finances. Financial 
help was sought many directions, but the end the 
parents raised the money themselves donations, bazaars 
their handiwork, auctions donated merchandise, sales 
used baby clothes, and rentals the film “Childbirth— 
Family Experience”. The film could not have been ac- 
complished without the persistence, enthusiasm and vision 
parents through uncounted hours and days. 

This short, color-sound presentation should help poten- 
tial parents colleges, professional schools, and adult edu- 
cation classes throughout the country, toward satisfying 
family experience. The film may supplemented 
booklet, Fed Babies”, which may obtained from 
the Association for Childbirth Education, YWCA, 5th and 


Seneca Streets, Seattle Washington, for $1.00. 


The Reverend Troy Strong Seattle, past president 
the Pacific Northwest Council Family Relations 
offering adult class, “Parents Without Partners,” the 
family life education program the Seattle Public Schools. 
Mrs. Welfelt, Jr., will share the responsibility spon- 
soring the class. The class intended provide parents 
who are bearing the sole responsibility rearing their 
children, opportunity discuss their problems with 
other solo parents well gain insight and support 
from sharing their common experiences. 


Mrs. Roberta Frasier, Family Life Specialist Oregon 
State College attended the White House Conference 
Aging held Washington, D.C., January 9-12. 

Mrs. Frasier’s main interest the conference centered 
about bringing back the state ideas which would 
strengthen the family life education program Oregon 
State College Extension Service attempts meet the 
needs older family members. 


Charles Warnath, Assistant Professor Psychology and 
Assistant Dean Students the University Oregon, 
has been admitted full membership the American As- 
sociation Marriage Counselors. also vice-president 
the Northwest College Personnel Association. 


Mildred Deischer, Associate Professor Home Econo- 
mics, Willamette University, has announced that inter- 
departmental seminar home economics has been ar- 
ranged for the second semester. This seminar part 
the plan for developing interdisciplinary approach 
home economics Willamette University. The seminar 
will taught Miss Deischer, Charles Derthick, Profes- 
sor Psychology, and Arthur Gravatt, Assistant Pro- 
fessor Sociology. The emphasis will problems 
confronting the American family various stages the 
family life cycle. 


Glenn Bakkum, president the Pacific Northwest 
Council Family Relations, 1949-50, has received Ful- 
bright grant for nine months lecturing Pakistanian 
Universities, starting next July. will lecture social 
psychology the University Sind Hyderabad. 

Following the completion his assignment expects 
visit Burma, Thailand, Indonesia, the Philippines and 
Japan route home. had previous Fulbright study 
grant American University Cairo, Egypt, 1951. 
Mrs. Bakkum plans accompany her husband. 


David Mace, Executive Director the American As- 
sociation Marriage Counselors, and NCFR Program 
Chairman, announces that opening address “Differ- 
ence, Tolerance, and Cooperation” will set the stage 
for the 1961 Annual Meeting the National Council 
Family Relations, held August 23-25, 1961 the Uni- 
versity Utah, Salt Lake City. Discussions the confer- 
ence will focus upon controversial issues order deter- 
mine where common ground can found for cooperative 
action. Differences discussed will Ideological, Re- 
ligious, and Ethical. 

There will plenary sessions and section meetings, in- 
volving speakers outstanding their fields. The section 
meetings, followed discussion groups, will Early 
Child Development; Family Life Education the Schools; 
Family Life Education the Colleges; Family Life Edu- 
action the Community; Parent Education; Religion; 
Counseling; and Research. 

Local Arrangements co-chairmen are Smith and 
Hulda Van Steeter Garrett, University Utah. For further 
information write Ruth Jewson, Executive Secretary, Na- 
tional Council Family Relations, 1219 University Ave. 
E., Minneapolis 14, Minnesota. 


the family life coordinator 


Has Your library subscribed 
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